Board of Adjustment Meeting Minutes
Butler County Courthouse
3/24/26

Present

Board of Adjustment members:
Mark Gerdes

Habbo Fokkena

Kevin Toben

Carla Mulder

Absent

Jeff Reints

Others:

Lance Bergman

Misty Kofron, Zoning Administrator

Mark Gerdes called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m.

A motion to approve the agenda and the minutes of the previous meeting dated 2/24/26 was made
by Carla Mulder and seconded by Habbo Fokkana. Motion passed.

Old Business:

None.

Public Hearing:

Mark Gerdes opened the public hearing on an application by Lance Bergman for a variance to side
yard setback requirements for a garage addition at his residence located at 24062 Butler Center
Road in the NW corner of Section 16 Township 91 North, Range 16 West of the 5 P.M..

Administrator Kofron gave her staff report. Mr. Bergmann built a new shouse to replace the
existing farmhouse that was on this acreage site in 2021. At that time, he built it to where we
thought the minimum side yard setback of 25 ft was according to our aerials and the existing
driveway. He is now proposing a garage addition that he wanted to extend past the shouse and
now knowing that our aerials are not always accurate, I thought it would be better for him to locate
his property pins to determine the accuracy of the setback for the proposed addition. Upon locating
his property pins, we discovered that the shouse is 19ft 6in from the property line instead of the
251t that we thought it was. Therefore, the proposed addition is only going to be 8ft 6in away and
Bergman is proposing a variance to the side yard setback from 25ft to just over 7ft. For reference,
if this was a detached garage, he would only need a 4ft setback from the property line but because
it’s attached to the dwelling unit, the 25ft setback is what is required.

Only one person called in about this variance and that was Sherman Lundy with BMC Aggregates
across the road, and they didn’t see any problem with granting the variance.

Lance explained that he reached out to the owner of the adjacent farm owner to explain what he
was doing and asked him about the concrete that is technically on his ground, he didn’t have any
problem with Lance building close to his property.



Public Hearing was closed.

A motion was made to approve the variance by Kevin Toben and was seconded by Habbo Fokkena.
Motion was unanimously approved.

New Business:

Administrator Kofron was hoping to get the new proposed cell tower scheduled for this meeting,
but they were a little late with the paperwork. The cell company will start with the zoning
commission and Supervisors to determine if a new tower is needed. Then they will come to this
board for the special exception. Administrator Kofron explained that she has been in contact with
this company since last July. They submitted a very thorough application covering everything we
have in our ordinance. Meeting is tentatively set for June 2" at 7:30 A.M.

Administrator Kofron touched on the current legislation concerning zoning and as of now none of
the bills have made it through the second funnel. Carbon Pipeline’s — Kofron stated that the Iowa
Supreme Court decided in favor of Summit, making our ordinance unenforceable. The Supervisors
decided to leave it be for now as it does not impact our ordinance as a whole. Kofron feels the
pipeline is out of our hands at this time.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mark Gerdes and seconded by Habbo. Meeting
adjourned.

Misty Kofron, Zoning Administrator
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