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Notice of New State Electrical Program

In the interest of public safety, Governor Culver signed House File 897 in May of 2007, which required the licensure
of all electricians engaged in the business of providing electrical installations throughout the state. Since January of
2008, there have been more than 10,000 applications for licenses As the second step of the program, all new
electrical installations in the State of lowa will be subject to inspection after March 1, 2009 Political subdivisions
such as cities and counties, which had an inspection program piior to the law, will maintain their current programs.
Inspections in the remaining non-inspected areas will be done by a State inspector assigned to those geographical
areas.

Most electrical installations must be done by licensed electricians under the employment of licensed contractors.
Owners of existing, single-family homes who qualify for the homestead exemption are an exception to the licensing
requirement but ate still subject to the permit and inspection process.

Commencing March 1%, requests for electrical permits, fee payment, and 1equests for inspections may be made online
at iowaelectrical. gov. For those without online setvice, accommodations have been made by providing applications
that can be faxed or mailed. These are available on the website or by calling 515-725-6147  Any questions you have
should be directed to the Inspector Supervisor assigned to the areas indicated below.

#Dwight Erarner
WNW Electrical Inspector Supervisor
{515} 290-0629
keamer@dps state faus

£} Charck Catpenter

NE Electrical Inspector Supervisor
{319) 415.4952

cat pente(@dps state ja us

# Beian Young
SW Electrical Inspector Supervisor
(515} 9715893
byoung{d@idps.state.ia us

& Pat Hansen
SE Electrical Inspector Supctvisor
€319) 4304916
phansen@dps state.jaz.us

Patrick Mexrick - Chief Electrical Inspector ~ (515) 725-6147 ~ merrick{dps.state iaus

IOWA ELECTRICAL EXAMINING BOARID) « 502 EAST NINTH STREET » DES MOINES, IOWA 50319 & 1-866-923-1082 » 515-725-6147
http:/fwww.dps.state.ia.us/fm/electrician/index.shtml
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ELECTRICAL PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

Iowa Statewide Electrical Permits and Inspections start on March 1, 2009

NEW CONSTRUCTION:

Electtical permits will be required for all new electrical installations including residential, commercial, and
industrial in all areas of the state that are not currently under the jurisdiction of a political subdivision which
petforms electrical inspections.

EXISTING CONSTRUCTION:

Electrical permits will be required for all new installations and alterations unless all of the following conditions
apply: (1) The installation is under the direct supetvision of a licensed electrician. (2) The installation does not
in anyway involve work within a new or existing switchboard ot panelboard. (3) The line to ground installation
does not exceed 30 amperes. (4} The line to ground installation does not exceed 277 volts single phase.

ROUTINE MAINTENANCE:

Electrical permits will not be required for routine maintenance. Routine Maintenance has been defined as “the
repait or replacement of existing electrical apparatus or equipment of the same size and type for which no
changes mn wiring are made”.

Fot more information, contact the State Electrical Inspector Supetvisot in your area as indicated below For
electrical license information, access out web site: www.dps.state.ja.us/fm/elecerician/index.shtml ot contact
1-866-923-1082,

HDwight Kramer
NW Electrical Inspector Superviso
{515y 298-0629
kramer@dps state.da us

£ Chuck Catpentet

NE Electrical Inspector Supervisor
(319) 415-4952

caspente(@dps state a.us

# Brian Young
SW Electrical Inspector Supervisot
(515) 971-5893
byoung@dps.state ia us

B Pat Hansen
SE Elecirical Inspector Supervisot
(319) 430-4916
phansen@dps state fa.us

Patrick Mesrick - Chief Electrical Inspector ~ (515) 725-6147 ~ merrick@dps state ia.us

IOWA ELECTRICAL EXAMINING BOARD » 502 EAST NINTH STREET » DES MOINES, [OWA 50319  1-866-923-1082 « 515-725-6147
htp:/iwww.dps.state.ia.us/fm/lelectrician/index.shim|
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FAQ’s

#1- Why is the state electrical licensing and inspections process needed?

#2- Can homeowners make application for an electrical permit on an existing house and
install a new electrical service?

#3-Is an electrician who only performs $2000 worth of work each year required to have a
Contractors License and pull permits?

app

#4- Do electrical utility companies need to make application for licenses or permits?

#5- How do T go about 1eporting someone that I think does not have the proper electrical
licenses or permits, o1 that appears to be doing unsafe work?

#6- How do I appeal an electrical inspector’s decision that I feel is unfair?




#7- Are state owned buildings and facilities exempt fiom the permit and inspections
process?

#8- Can an Apprentice or Unclassified License work under the direct supervision of a
Special Electrician License with the Residential Electrician endorsement?

#9- Can a secretary in my office make application for an electrical permit and request an
inspection?

#10- Is the concrete-encased electrode required on a new building?

#11- As a new contractor I have just taken on the job of wiring my first new house. Can
you tell me what size service I need to install and how many circuits I should pull?

#12- If a service 1s de-energized how long would it be before it would need to be re-
mspected to get energized?




#13- How long will it take to get an inspection?

#16- If we are in an area with local inspections who do we contact to make a request for
an inspection?

#17- At what point do we call for an inspection on a project?

#18- When do [ need to make application for a permit on a small project?

#19- Do I need an electrical permit to do maintenance?




#21- If it requires a State Contractors License to make application for a permit and [ have
a Special Electrician License, how do I pull a permit?

- #22- Will Area Mechanics, HVAC Mechanics, System Control Tech’s and Facility
Mechanics at a large university have to have licenses?

#23- What does the state require for an inspection of a temporary service?

#24- How will T make application for a permit and request an inspection?

#25- How do T apply for an electrical permit and request inspections if T do not have
access to the internet?




