Planning & Zoning Meeting Minutes
5/29/2025
Butler County Courthouse

Present

Planning and Zoning Commission members:
Deb McWhirter

Jane Close

John Backer

Roger Kregel

Rosemary Willson

Absent

Others:

Misty Kofron, Zoning Administrator
Jeff Kolb

Isaiah Corbin

Deb McWhirter called the meeting to order.

A motion was made to approve the agenda as presented by Rosemary Willson and was seconded
by Roger Kregel. Motion passed.

Old Business:

Administrator Kofron went over the new legislative updates concerning accessory dwellings.
Accessory dwellings are to be allowed as long as they don’t exceed 50% of the square footage of
the primary residence, and setbacks are met. In the past we had property owners apply for a special
exception, with the provision that they were providing some sort of medical care. A question was
asked about what might have made this change come about. Kofron stated that she thought it was
initiated by the AARP and was meant to make accessory dwellings for aging parents allowable,
however, this also allows property owners to build an accessory dwelling for rental purposes too.

The other legislative update had to do variances with the Board of Adjustment. When approving
variances the BOA used an undue hardship criterion and now it’s gone down to practical difficulty.

Public Hearing:

Chair McWhirter opened the public hearing to consider its recommendation for adopting the Butler
County Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update 2025.

Isaiah Corbin with INRGOG stated there wasn’t a lot that changed since the last meeting although
the goal of building a new prison facility was removed from the plan due to practicality.

Administrator Kofron stated that she distributed copies to the other county departments that this
comp plan pertains to, and they seemed receptive to coming to the yearly review committee to
review the counties’ goals. No other comments other than the few changes that were made.



Jeff Kolb with Butler Grundy Economic Development expressed his thanks for the Commission
and the Task Force being proactive and pro-development and recognizing that manufacturing has
gone up in Butler County, bringing in more job opportunities.

Deb asked if there was any word on daycares. Kolb responded that there is a task force meeting
on June 9% There was discussion on grant money that is available for childcare facilities.
Discussion was had if a new childcare center was being built, and it was stated there are over 100
openings in the two counties but due to lack of staffing those openings can’t be utilized. The intent
of the task force is to get the funding to the centers so they can pay their staff a more comparable
wage, adding more compacity. There is also funding for in-home daycares as well.

Chairmen McWhirter inquired if Misty had received any comments or questions regarding the
Comp plan. Kofron stated that she made it available on the county website, and notices were
published in local papers, but no comments were received.

Public Hearing closed.

A motion was made to make a recommendation to the Butler County Supervisors to adopt the
Butler County Comprehensive Land Use Plan update 2025 by John Backer and was seconded by

Jane Close. Motion carried.

New Business:

None.

A motion to adjourn was made by Rosemary and was seconded by Roger. Motion passed.

Misty Kofron, Planning and Zoning Administrator
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