MINUTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BUTLER
COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HELD ON APRIL 21, 2020.
With no public access to the courthouse due to COVID-19, this meeting was held
telephonically with the public able to participate. This complies with Iowa Code section 21.8
that outlines the guidelines to hold an electronic meeting when there are valid concerns that
an in-person meeting is “impossible or impractical”.
Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairman Tom Heidenwirth with members Greg
Barnett and Rusty Eddy present. Also present were Auditor Lizbeth Williams, Deputy Auditor
Mary Brouwer, Engineer John Riherd, County Attorney Greg Lievens, Sheriff Jason Johnson,
Emergency Management Coordinator Chris Showalter, Public Health Director Jennifer
Becker, Environmental Health Specialist Misty Kroeze, Assessor Michele Shultz, Network
Administrator Sara Trepp, Recorder Janice Jacobs, John Luhring and Chad Campbell,
Parkersburg, Iowa, Fern Feldman and Leslie Groen, Allison, Iowa, John Zimmerman, Greene,
Iowa and Bethany Carson Mid-America Publishing.
Minutes of the previous meetings were read and approved as read.
Prior to consideration of adoption of the FY21 County Budget, Supervisor Barnett stated that
was not in love with this budget and not a lot of people are. This was not a wants based
budget, but a needs based budget. He appreciated the hard work on the budget and the
public comments. Barnett stated that there is no other way to move forward. Other than
Trinity, there have been other important road and bridge projects completed, as well.
Supervisor Eddy commented that he learned lessons through this process. That District III is
active and he appreciates the comments and concerns. That development takes investment,
and good decisions have been made to expand the tax base. He will never regret bringing in
new businesses. Phone calls Eddy receives are about me/I instead of us/we. He was elected
to make hard decisions and focus on us/we. It’s about betterment of Butler County.
Following discussion, it was moved by Eddy, second by Heidendwirth to adopt the following:
RESOLUTION #960
ADOPTION OF BUDGET & CERTIFICATION OF TAXES
Fiscal Year July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021
At the meeting of the Board of Supervisors of this County, held after public hearing as
required by law on April 21, 2020, the proposed budget for July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021,
was approved and adopted as summarized and tax levies were approved for all taxable
property of this County.
The property tax levies on the adopted budget will be levied as follows:
General Basic
General Supplemental
MH-DD Services Fund
Debt Service
Rural Services

3.50000
1.26692
0.46833
0.63178
3.75000

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the motion was carried.
Upon Roll call the vote thereon was as follows:
AYES: Tom Heidenwirth
Greg Barnett
Rusty Eddy

NAYS: None

Said FY2021 Butler County Budget was duly adopted this 21st day of April 2020.
ATTEST: Lizbeth Williams, County Auditor
Supervisor Eddy commented that the district he represents think their property values are
too high and moving forward, they need to contact the Assessor’s Office or hire a private
assessor. Assessor Shultz replied that they need to keep values at fair market value.
In review of office staffing, Supervisor Eddy stated that he doesn’t think we have reached our
peak with COVID-19, as cases in Bremer and Black Hawk counties continue to rise. He wants
employees that are not comfortable coming to work, to talk to their department head. If they
are not comfortable with that, call him at 319-269-0811. Eddy wants employees to work from
home if at all possible. He directed Network Administrator Sara Trepp to get employees that
want to work from home, doing so. He is concerned with employees and their family’s wellbeing. Department Heads and Elected Officials described how their offices were operating.
Board approved claims as submitted.
During public comment John Luhring thanked the Board for listening and was proud of
Trinity being in Butler County. He appreciated the levy being lowered, but was still

disappointed. John Zimmerman commented that the Board did not have to give themselves
raises, but they did anyway. Assessor Michel Shultz stated that we provide fair and equitable
assessment to fund the government.
Moved by Eddy, second by Barnett to move into closed session at 9:46 A.M. according to
Code Section 21.5(1)(c) of the Code of Iowa to discuss strategy for litigation.
At 10:25 A.M. it was moved by Eddy, second by Heidenwirth to return to open session
Upon returning to open session, it was moved by Eddy, second by Barnett to counter-offer
the State Auditor’s Office $5,000 for Sheriff Special Audit fees. All ayes. Motion carried.
Moved by Eddy, second by Barnett to adjourn the meeting at 10:26 A.M. to Tuesday, April 28,
2020 at 9:00 A.M. Motion carried.
The above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes and proceedings of a
regular adjourned meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Butler County, Iowa on A, 2020.
Attest: ___________________________________
Butler County Auditor

_______________________________________
Chairman of the Board of Supervisors

